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Physical Science
	Physical Science is a 2-semester course, which involves the exploration of matter and energy as they relate to Chemistry, Physics, and Earth & Space Sciences. The first semester covers an overview of Chemistry including the following topics: Atomic Structure, Organization of the Periodic Table, States of Matter, Chemical Bonds, Chemical Reactions, and Solutions. The second semester covers fundamental Physics concepts including the following topics: Forces, Motion, Work, Power, Simple Machines, Energy, Waves, Sound, Light, Electricity, and Magnetism. Students are taught these concepts through science skills, laboratory skills, technical writing, and inquiry-based learning. The material is introduced through a variety of modalities including notetaking, hands-on activities, labs, and projects.


Goal:	
	A grade of "D" or better in Earth Science fulfills the physical science requirement for high school graduation. It DOES NOT count as a “D” lab requirement course for UC/CSU course. 


Curricula
	Pearson: Physical Science with Earth and Space Science 2011 version will be our main text. Notes from video clips, instructor lectures, and peer research will complement the quest to master the “Standard” subject strands throughout the course. Each student will be responsible for the care and use of their text and will be required to bring their books to class each day as requested by the instructor. 

Liberty High School Themes and Emphasis
The three themes of Liberty Charter High School focus on literacy, leadership, and technology. Literacy does not just refer to the ability to read and write, but also to the literary, mathematical, scientific, historical, and cultural knowledge necessary to communicate.  This course addresses scientific literacy by developing students that can communicate effectively in science. This course will focus on conceptual understanding, as well as application of science in the real-world.  It will also include technology to develop scientific literacy by incorporating the use of various computer programs and simulations. Web based resources will be presented and utilized. Science plays a vital role in the advance of civilization and technology. As our society leans more and more heavily on science and technology, it is important to have leaders who understand science and its application to technology.  Therefore, a goal of this course is to develop leaders who understand science and its application to the world around them.


Expected Student Learning Results (ESLRs)
· Literate Citizen- Joshua Chamberlain
Many of history’s great leaders were Scientists, who sought to learn about science to improve the world.  Students will make connections among Chemistry, physics, their personal experiences and other academic disciplines.  In fact, we are all scientists.
· Responsible Community Leader- Harry Truman
Students increase their understanding of community by interpreting data and use the data to draw informed conclusions.
· Effective Communicator – Abraham Lincoln
Students will communicate about how the advancement of technology and the impact of good, bad, and/or indifferent social-political policies/practices.
· Self-Directed Learner – Christopher Columbus
Students will apply themselves to develop their curiosity for knowledge in all subjects and disciplines in pursuit of becoming a life-long learner.
· Values Conscious Thinker – Anne Frank
Students develop a habitual inclination to see the sciences as sensible, useful, and worthwhile.  Students diligently make consistent decisions in line with their own efficacy, analysis, and values. 
Grading
· Assessments      - 40%			A – 100%-90% 	  
· Labs                  - 15%			B – 89.9% -80%
· Class/homework  -15%			C – 79.9%-70%
· Notebook           -10%			D – 69.9%-67% 
· Final                  -20%			F – 66.9%-0%

NO EXTRA CREDIT

LATE WORK POLICY: School related activities ARE NOT considered absences; have someone else turn in or email your assignments on the date due.  Assignments that are past the due date will be docked 10% of that assignment for each day late, up to 5 school days!


ACADEMIC DISHONESTY Any student who commits or facilitates academic dishonesty will not receive credit on the assignment, no higher than a D on citizenship during that grading period, & a referral.  Refer to page 7 in your student handbook. 



Classroom Behavior
· RESPECT
· Each other’s learning experience and environment
· Instructions offered for lab safety and procedure
· YOURSELF, as all of us have an innate curiosity to know how stuff works; let the natural scientist in you help guide your ability to learn and succeed.
· The clock
· Be in your seat transcribing the appropriate Relevant Question for the day at the start of class. Those not started or finished with their targets at the start of class will be marked tardy.
· Raise your hand using appropriate hand signals and wait until called upon if you have a question, comment, or answer. (Shouting out of turn will result in detention.)
· Use QUIET classroom voices whenever working in groups.
· Ask 2 other students before asking the instructor when confused about directions.
· Write concerns about class procedures or the behavior of others (including the intructor) on a 3x5 card and either hand it to the instructor when convenient or email him. 
Student’s Responsibility (random material checks will count for grade.)
· Bring a 3 ring binder that is specific for this class and notebook paper. This will be an interactive notebook and will be assessed for grade.
· Bring at least 2 working writing instruments, one of which should be a #2 pencil. (Supply Checks will count as classwork grades on random days.)
· Bring a Liberty Lion Positive attitude
· Ask questions if you don’t understand the procedure, lesson, or rationale for an assignment or assessed grade.
· Complete and turn in assignments on time.
· Do ‘my best’ even if it’s a day I’d rather be somewhere else.
· ATTEND: Attendance in all classes for which a student is registered is an essential part of meeting the requirements to pass each course. Students will not receive credit for a registered course if they have more than 7 excused or unexcused absences within any one semester. Course absences can be made up by completing the missed course work through an independent contract provided the missed course work is completed within 2 weeks of the due date or by completing the missed course work during Saturday school.

Teacher’s responsibility
· Prepare engaging lessons that help make some connection (relevance) to the state standards and our everyday life.
· Instruct, assess, and interact with all students in a fair, professional, and encouraging manner.
· Return assignments collected for assessment within 5 working days & go over same assignments to clarify questions and misunderstandings.
· Answer emails within 24 hours.




Contract of Agreement		Name___________________________ Module____

Student:
I have read the class syllabus and understand the classroom discipline policy outlined in the previous two pages.  I agree to abide by the expectations of this class and will commit to doing quality work the entire year.  I understand I am responsible for my own behavior and actions.  I also understand that cheating is unacceptable and occurs when 
	a) I fail to do my own work and turn in something I did not personally complete
	b) I use anything other than acceptable materials to complete work or a test
	c) I provide answers or work to another student

Signature____________________________________________________Date______________


Parent or Guardian:
I have discussed the classroom discipline policy with ____________________(student’s name).  I understand it, support it, and will make every effort to ensure his/her academic success.

Signature _______________________________ Relationship ______________Date_________

Please provide the following information so we can best support your student’s success.

	Parent/Guardian Name
	

	Work Phone
	

	Home Phone
	

	Email
	

	Best time/place to reach you
	

	Your Primary Language
	

	If a translator is needed and available
 
	Name:                                                      
Phone Number:
Relationship:
Best time to call:
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